
Appendix 16 notes from site visits 22nd May 2019 

Content  Location 

This road has always been difficult, you have to keep changing from 
side to side. You get cars charging along here. Especially further on.  
 
What would be better then? 
 
A cycle pavement. They would just have to build it. It is wide enough, 
it’s just difficult.  
 
This road is more dangerous [at the moment] because cars go along 
here much faster than Causeway end because it is clear. Causeway 
end, there are cars parked and it looks much more hazardous. 
 
A rat run? 
 
Yes 
 
the difficulty here is segregating cyclists from the traffic. I don’t see 
how you could 
 
 

Bogside road  

If a car comes along here you have to get off the road because there 
is no pavement 
 
Wat you would have to do here is put a cycle path on the other side 
of the fence” 
 
 

Bogside road at 
community area 

I think it is totally unsuitable.  
 
It is too narrow and there are cars coming both ways. If it was one 
way that would be different. Unless you put the cycle path along 
there (in the community area) 

People go fast all over Coupar Angus  

If this had a cycle path up the side it would need to be wider for a 
start. It is much busier now because the road is one way from 
Butterybank. The traffic comes through here now.  
 
What would be better? 
 
Causeway end. 
 
Causeway end is worse…. 
 
It is wide at the start but it narrows down 
 
Which is the least bad? 
 
I wouldn’t go with either, I think you are encouraging accidents. So 
none.  

 



 
They didn’t ask people before they made it one way. This route is 
used highly by children, you will see there is no pavement. Of the 
two, Causeway end is the better road.  
 
It is too narrow to have a pram going down the pavement.  
 
It is an old town, on top of a hill.  
 
A wheelchair couldn’t pass.  
 
There was a child and a mum cycling on the pavement. The safest 
place 

The point is where do you go from here, because it is a main road, 
the pavement is narrow and there are houses.  
 
Very narrow 
 
Really small 
 
The pavement is extremely narrow, it is next to people’s gardens. 
There is a toll house that sticks out to the pavement so I don’t see 
you how would widen it? 
 
Anna has managed to come down there ok, haven’t you? The issue 
would be the lack of pavement and safety of being away from the 
traffic. But it is not an impossible gradient 
 
The difficulty is where are you going to go to avoid this gradient – 
because you have to go from the level of the river to get into town 
one way or another.  
 
If you went down here and across the road that would be better.  

Butterybank towards the 
road  

The traffic on Bogside road has increased since they made this one 
way. 
 
Why? 
 
It used to be two way, but all the traffic coming up Strathmore 
avenue has to go round Bogside road to get up.  

It’s too steep, we were told its too steep. I used to cycle here.  
 
From your point of view 
 
No, I don’t think so.  
 
It is a blind corner. 
 
Because it is one way, they traffic does not go to the edges. The road 
was wider.  



There is path and bank here. Widen the path and you have a slope 
right down 
 
But it is very steep 
 
 

Top of core path  

There is one at Dunkeld station. We thought you could push you your 
bike up. But along came a cyclist and cycled straight up  

You could cut into the side. If we lose trees they could plant some 
more.  
 
It can be widened. It could start a bit further up there.  

I know one suggestion was a path beside the hedge. But the only 
question would be is that would that stand up to flooding?  
 
The schools have come in here and built this chart about the wildlife 
to look for. It is a beautiful place just to come and walk and enjoy 
nature. It is pretty safe as they can’t get out onto the road. 
 
They have had concerns with vandalism with trail bikes and things. 
Which is why they make the gates like they are so you can’t get in. 
People can come in here and walk freely with they dogs. If you are 
going to have cyclists in here, I don’t know how you are going to sort 
that one out the separation of the two. 
 
Unless there was a fenced off bit down the site, so you could have it 
open at the bottom. 
 
The core path there, you could fill in the core path to reduce the 
gradient. 
 
You wouldn’t have the gate at all because it would be on the other 
side of the path. 
 
I remembers as a child in the 70s we had people going up and down 
there on bikes.  
 
Anna and Gillian. 
 
Would you walk don there?  
 
I dinnae ken  
 
No I don’t think so. But we couldn’t go across there. But grass isn’t a 
surface that would be recommended for accessibility. And it would 
be difficult to be anything other than tarmac. 
 
Is this area accessible at the moment?  
 
For a wheelchair user, down there no.  
 

Woodland area  
 
 



And in general. 
 
You could get along but you couldn’t go down because you would get 
stuck.  
 
It is both. Grass is not great.  
 
There are memorial trees in here, no plaques just the trees in 
memory of someone.  
 
It would be dangerous to take a wheelchair user down there. They 
would slip in the west. Electric or manual. 
 
Even if it was tarmac I would have thought that would be too steep. 
 
It would yeah. It would be safer it was tarmac. 
 
Some kind of traction on it.  
 
So it would be better if it was a good surface, with the gradient taken 
out a bit and resting points? 
 
Yeah, yeah  
 
I don’t know if that would be permitted by the woodland people, 
because this is not meant to be tarmacked, this is a woodland.  
 
The other way you could do it is gravel with a harder surface 
underneath to get traction. Because at the moment if you had a 
wheelchair user they couldn’t visit that tree over there.  
 
What about bark?  
 
It would have to be something that stopped it from moving.  

The school has been involved in planting trees.  
 
This gradient, what do you think? For walking 
 
Wouldn’t bother me  
 
Do you have any thoughts about the woodland in general? 
 
I think a lot of people have spent a lot of time getting it to this stage. 
I know there has been a problem with vandals. I would prefer going 
down Butterybank.  

The school designed this, they are coming for lessons. They are safe, 
but open these gates and they are open. It won’t be what it was 
before. A well used facility.  
 
What is this status of the side of woodland? 
 



You would still have to move some trees, isn’t it too steep for 
Sustrans and they would have to zigzag it? 
 
It’s not the straight line, it’s the zig zags that are the problem?  
 
If it was straight line that might be more acceptable . But you’ve still 
got an open gate at the bottom.  
 
You are concerned about access in and out and being secure and the 
fact you don’t want a traverse that would remove the tress already 
here. 
 
It is the safety of children using it, it will no longer be that secure.  

You wouldn’t get a sports cyclist here, they would be on the road.  
 
They would probably walk it to be honest.  
 
I think the benefits outweigh the possibility you might have to get off 
and walk. Everyone I know that’s not a fully-fledged cyclist in a club 
will not cycle along here [along the main road]. A lot of my ladies 
won’t cycle down the main road, it is too dangerous. But they will 
cycle along a cycle path, they love it.  
 
If there was a part that maybe 50% might not be able to use,  
 
For ease, if people are going to use this as a commuting route for 
ease you are going to want the shortest route. If you were wanting to 
do a circular of the town then yes I completely understand going 
round the edge. Bot for linking the three towns together then a 
direct route would be preferred. 
 
If it is a safe route for us nobody is going to resent getting off for a 
few metres  
 
I would say that if that was the only option it is better than nothing. It 
is better than going on the road.  

That’s the problem, they use it for cyclists then you get these guys on 
motorcycles, no helmets , kids 14 and 15. It’s every week. 

Grampian view, and old 
railway line 

There is many a funeral here. This is a cul de sac. If we have bikes 
coming round, we’ve already had damage, people sitting on the wall.  
 
Who has been sitting on the wall? 
 
Motorbikers 
 
Is the problem really motorbikers? 
 
Yes. They are underage but the police are on to it. 
 
They cause nothing but havoc. 
 

Grampian view, towards 
cemetery  



If the cyclists keep coming, there are a lot of elderly people. I know 
we don’t have a right to that, but 45% are elderly. 
 
The volume of cyclists – how many are you imagining? 
 
Once they cotton on… now this area here is owned by the council 
and although it says no ball games that is fine, they are coming with 
our families. It is a nice place, it is beautiful.  
 
What is the concern about cyclists cycling through the area? 
 
Grampian view. 
 
¾ of the residents have asked for it not to be, have objected. Because 
there is a sharp bend there, a sharp bend there. There has been 
some damage done. Come on what else?  
 
What caused the damage? 
 
Coming sitting on the walls, dropping litter. Bikers and cyclists. 
Someone came here with their motorbike on a trailer. Parked here 
and lifted it over the fence. Without a helmet, going down buttery 
bank and causing damage. 
 
That would be motor cyclists rather than cyclists? 
 
Yes, but when you put something in for cyclists motor cyclists will use 
it, they think it is for them as well.  
 
Just over there, they are at it form morning to night. John put it in for 
cyclists but the scramblers use it all day and all night  
 
It is really the motorcyclists? 
 
You put tracks in for the cyclists, it is the motor cyclists use it.  
 
You are worried that if they put a cycle path in here, they will use it 
to gain access to the wider woodland area? 
 
Yes, yes. Plus the fact this is a cemetery here, and we don’t want 
people coming with bikes and motorcycles making a racket when 
people are in the cemetery. You get them all chat chat chatting when 
you are having a quite moment.  

I’ve walked it (over beside the cemetery) I think there is potential. 
 
I think the gradient is less as you are losing height more gradually. 
The issue was Grampian view. 
 
I don’t live in Grampian view I guess it is easy for someone who 
doesn’t live in Grampian view but you are not talking about hundreds 
and hundreds of cyclists,  

Grampian view at 
amenity area near 
cemetery  



 
It’s not going to be an etape.  
 
I personally don’t have an issue with it although I’m not going to live 
with it.  
 
You are not going to pick up much speed as you are going round 
quite a lot of corners. 
 
The pavement there is much better. 
 
It is like a lot of things, people moved there perhaps because it was 
quiet, there was not a lot of people but now this suggests that it is 
going to get busier. 
 
There is change everywhere – it’s like Larghan View, the people of 
XXX suddenly had a huge scheme of houses behind them and 
probably had moved there to have fields behind them. 
 
And Anna, how do you find here and going through the streets.  
 
Much better, more dropped kerbs. 
 
It’s not until you see it that as an able-bodied person that you really 
realise.  

I wasn’t too keen on it either. To come through here you have to go 
through the woodland or down by the cemetery when I think there 
are other alternatives like the path where the sewage works is and 
using the old railway line.  
 
And a particular reason? 
 
People thought that if there was a funeral it wouldn’t good to have 
bikes speeding. But if it wasn’t going to be a pile of 10 bikes at a time 
colliding with  hearse, the odd bike would be alright . It wasn’t going 
to affect me personally, it was people at that end that didn’t want 
bikes there.  
 
I have been looking to understand the precise nature of bikes. Is 
there an ok number? 
 
The odd one is ok, if you are getting six together that would be a 
problem.  
 
That is another thought, that walkers and cyclists don’t mix. There 
are a lot of people with their dogs round there.  
 
They are used to having this for going for walks and walking their 
dogs. And they don’t feel the two combine very well.  
 



Is there anything that would help put people’s mind at ease? Signage, 
bins? 
 
A sperate path for walkers and cyclists. But it doesn’t concern me 
because they don’t have dogs.   

You look at it when you go round…. 
 
The corners…. 
 
It is unsafe. It was built in the 70s. The corners are virtually right 
angles and anyone on a cycle has got to drift out to get round the 
corners. Blind also, and there are cars parked everywhere. But this 
amenity area is an issue as well because it is used by other people for 
other things that doesn’t mix with cycles, horses’, disabled scooters. 
Used for you name it, football, tennis, golf practice, people fly stuff, 
dog walking.  
 
And why would that be a problem with cycling?  
 
You get cyclists here and I’ll let my dog of the leash and they’ll go for 
them. The cyclist will end up in a heap. Because the dogs will go for 
them. 
 
To play devil’s advocate the dog should be on a lead?  
 
You’ve got it wrong the dogs have a right to be, they’ve been here for 
40 years. 
 
And the cyclists have a lesser right? 
 
As far as I’m concerned they have. Because I’m not a cyclist. And 
most of Coupar angus aren’t cyclists. And if the boys golf ball hits a 
cyclist who is responsible for that? 
 
Yes, the dogs will go for cyclists. 
 
It’s an accident waiting to happen.  
 
Look at these corners, they are not safe. 
 
Are you implacably opposed? 
 
I am opposed on safety grounds. And I’m opposed to them using the 
amenity issue.  
 
The hedges, they are blind.  
 
What about cars? 
 
The cars cut the corners. Not just for cyclists but horses, you don’t 
get disabled scooters round her.  



 
Is there any formulation that would put you in favour or neutral? 
 
It’s not a case of nimbyism, it’s a case of being logical. There are cars 
all the way round. It is dangerous.  
 
And idea at the end for the route of the path  

It is very busy, and because there are cars parked both sides 
sometimes you have to back up to let cars through. This road is 
getting more and more busy. And because they don’t have garages 
they have to park on the road 
 
As XXXX was saying Bogside road is the faster one.  
 
The tradition in Coupar Angus here is that you walk up the middle of 
the road and if something comes you just get out the way. Nobody is 
going that fast, the pavements are narrow so you walk down the 
road, and because it is narrow you have to go slowly because it is 
such a bad road to drive on.  
 
They have spoken about making this a one way streets, but it would 
cost money plus the impact of that. 
 
The traffic would have to go around adding to traffic 
 
Because traffic is slow on because cars are parked, you can’t go fast.  
 
Some will try, but not many.  
 
This side I don’t think Anna is going to get up, I don’t think you are 
going to get past that pole. The other side doesn’t look as bad, but I 
don’t think you are going to get that pole. It’s fine if you can just step 
off the road but a wheelchair user can’t just do that. It would be 
quite dangerous… at the moment.  
 

Potentially you are at a funeral, and its me getting put in the ground, 
and you are all stranding round. And what happens, a horse comes 
past and you are just right over the hedge.  

Beside cemetery 

I think that is a reasonable route. 
 
This is a route to school for quite a few. There are a lot of pedestrians 
go up and down here. There is a steady flow of cars. It is the same as 
causeway end.  
 
I’ve never seen any cars speeding on this road. I would say it is 
relatively safe. It is busy. 
 
The pavements are narrow, and the disappear at the end.  
 
Because it is an old market town there’s very little you could do with 
the pavements 

Hay street towards 
Bogside road 



 
I imagine if you were going to use this for the cycle path that they 
would do something with widening the pavement or putting 
something in there… 
 
That is narrowing the road down. They would have to make it one 
way. 
 
If they made that the cycle path, it depends how they are going to 
put it in, white lines or whatever. But you are not getting a 
wheelchair down there on the pavement.  
 
There are people who go on the road. I go up and down walking in 
the road 
 
I have never felt like I was going to be knocked down. 
 
I suppose it matters if it is going to put people off that they are in the 
road. Because if I was to say to Anna on her own that she has to get 
to the bottom of the road she probably wouldn’t want to do it, would 
you? 
 
No.  
 
Because you wouldn’t be on the road because it doesn’t feel safe. So 
it is that balance.  
 
And you want a system so that people don’t have to ask for special 
favours in order to get to something. That is the problem. 
 
Yes, to be inclusive. 
 
I would go on the road if I had someone else with me.  
 
But you shouldn’t need that, you should be independent.  
 
Yes 
 
So you need alternative routes for wheelchair access 
 
Yeah, but you are then saying they can’t go on the same route as 
everyone else.  

I think it is better than the other 2  
 
Wider? 
 
Yes, and you are not getting the through traffic 

Strathmore Avenue  
 
 

 


